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PTA Teacher Appreciation Week

Sample Press Release

Submitting press releases to local media is one way to inform your community of your PTA’s positions, activities, and accomplishments. Use the press release provided on the following page to advertise your unit’s activities for PTA Teacher Appreciation Week, May 3–9, 2009.

Print these instructions for using the press release before proceeding.

1. Copy and paste the press release into a new document.

2. Fill in the missing information (see the portions in brackets and red font).

3. Print the press release on your PTA’s letterhead, or if you’re sending the press release via e-mail, include the PTA logo at the top of the page electronically.

Instructions for inserting the PTA logo into a word processing document:

· Go to the PTA logos available on the PTA national website and save the tif version of the PTA or PTSA logo with tagline to your computer. 

· In your word processing document, go to the Insert menu and insert Picture – From File.

· In the box that opens, locate the logo file where you saved it, click on it, and click Insert.

· Once you’ve inserted the logo into your word processing document, resize it as appropriate (by dragging the corner) and center it at the top of the page above the press release (as on the next page).

4. Send the press release to local media one or two weeks before your planned activities. Ask your school and partnering organizations to include the information in their newsletters as well.

(continues on page 2)
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Contact:

<Name of PTA contact person>, <Contact information>

<Name of PTA> Honors Teachers

<CITY, STATE> (<Date>)—<Name of PTA> in <city> is joining thousands of communities across the country in celebrating PTA Teacher Appreciation Week this May 3–9. 

The special week honors the dedicated men and women who lend their passion and skills to educating children. <Name of PTA>’s events are part of a national effort to call attention to the outstanding contributions teachers make to individuals and communities.  

“Experts have concluded that giving teachers the status and recognition they deserve as professionals is the best way to improve education in this country,” said <name of PTA spokesperson>, <title with PTA>. “All of us know of exceptional teachers, and we should recognize that there is a great deal of good work being done in our schools.”

The following are some of the activities planned by <name of PTA> to honor teachers: 

<Information on the event(s) your PTA will conduct during PTA Teacher Appreciation Week.> 

PTA expanded on Eleanor Roosevelt’s idea of National Teacher Day, established in 1953, and dedicated a whole week to celebrate the accomplishments of educators.

About PTA

PTA comprises millions of families, students, teachers, administrators, and business and community leaders devoted to the educational success of children and the promotion of parent involvement in schools. PTA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that prides itself on being a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for families and communities, and a strong advocate for public education. Membership in PTA is open to anyone who wants to be involved and make a difference for the education, health, and welfare of children and youth.
