
President’s Message

Dare to Lead

As parents, do we see ourselves as leaders? Many times, we do not. When I first started volunteering in my child’s school, I did not see myself as a leader, I just wanted to help. Not until the school principal came to me one day and commented how much she appreciated my leadership did I realize that volunteerism—even just serving hot dogs—was important. Hot dogs you ask? Yep, that’s how I started. It was a back-to-school event at Woodland Elementary in Greer, South Carolina. Teresa and I took our son Matt, who was in 1st grade at that time (and is now 25 and serving in the Army), to the carnival and bought tickets to the hot dog dinner. When we arrived at the dinner, there was only one lady serving the hundreds assembled. I spent the balance of the evening serving hot dogs. My point is that whether I realized it or not, offering to help was a part of leadership.

Here’s one to consider. How many members of your local school board started as a parent volunteer? As a trustee, I have had the honor of speaking at a number of school board association events. When I ask that question at these events, it is amazing how many hands are raised. This example shows that PTA is a training ground for leadership.

Now I’ll admit, for some people, leadership fits easily, and for others it is a challenge. But being a leader at any level shows true commitment to your school, your community and yourself. Volunteers often take for granted how important being a PTA leader can be—on your resume, to your community, and to your self-confidence. 

Today more than ever, our PTAs, schools, and communities need leadership as a voice to those who make decisions and as a source of positive examples to serve as a guide to others. Many individuals, organizations, and governmental bodies look to PTA to bring to the table parents, teachers, administrators and the community to deal with both simple and challenging issues. So answer this important question for yourself: Are you willing to step up and be a real leader?

I am a firm believer that everyone has the talent, knowledge, and time to be a PTA leader; all you have to do is look in the mirror and convince yourself. PTA is asking for you to take that bold step forward and show others what many already can see in you: leadership!
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