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EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND ACHIEVEMENT
To develop a stronger and more accountable system of education, schools must place priority on student performance and achievement.  Schools must focus on what children know and are able to do and be held accountable for ensuring that all children succeed.

Performance goals need to describe the knowledge and skills students are expected to demonstrate and must provide for measurement and assessment.  Reform must expand parental rights, increase community participation in planning, grant school districts flexibility, and broaden learning opportunities for children.

Challenging and precise standards must be developed which objectively measure achievement in academic areas, not just minimal standards that reduce student achievement to the lowest common denominator, but standards to achieve at the highest levels possible.
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND TESTING
The National PTA believes that the overall goal of student assessment and testing programs should be to identify how instruction can be improved and learning increased.  Assessments should be used to increase the opportunities for students, rather than deny opportunities through practices such as tracking or discriminating by gender, ethnicity culture or disability.

The National PTA opposes:

(
federal legislation and/or regulations that mandate standardized testing or would lead to such testing;

(
federal policies that mandate comparisons of states, school districts or individual schools.

It is the role of the federal government to assist state and local levels through researching better assessment models, collecting data and reporting information based on a set of indicators.*

The National PTA supports nationally agreed-upon voluntary educational standards if they are derived by consensus at the state and local levels.  Parents must be involved in this process.  Educational standards are generally agreed upon criteria which define what students are expected to learn and to know at various developmental stages.

Multiple-choice tests inadequately measure many of the most important educational outcomes, especially competencies including higher level thinking, inductive and deductive thinking, creativity, and problem solving.  Standardized multiple choice tests should never be used with preschool and early elementary children for any purpose.  School readiness tests are never appropriate.

The National PTA believes that valid assessment does not consist of only a single test score, and that at no time should a single test be considered the sole determinant of a student's academic or work future, e.g., high school graduation, scholarship aid, honors programs or college admissions.  Tests are only one facet of a sound assessment program.  Components of a sound assessment program should include:

1.
Instruments that are culturally and racially bias-free and in a language that the student understands;

2.
Measurement of what has been taught;

3.
Multiple measures which are performance based reflecting the different kinds of knowledge and skills that a student is expected to acquire, eg, written examinations, portfolios of student work, group projects, and open ended test questions.

4.
Strategies in providing special remedial and other instructional support for those students who fall below school district standards and expectations;
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5.
Procedures and information that are understandable to parents, students and teachers, and provide guidance about how student learning can be increased;

6.
Provisions for maximum local and state control regarding the determination of tests to be given, the appropriate uses for the resulting data, and for continuous review related to assessment quality, appropriateness of standards, objectives, procedures, exercises and usefulness in improving the instructional program;

7.
Field testing of new assessment models to assure that they are educationally useful;

8.
Involvement of parents at all levels, but particularly at the local level, in the design, development, implementation and evaluation of a viable student assessment and testing program.

An assessment system built solely on tests and what can be easily measured has the potential of misleading parents and students.  During the past several years, assessment has been expanded to include other variables, called indicators, that have an impact on student learning, but are not easily identified or measured.  The National PTA supports the development of indicators, in addition to student testing, to provide a more balanced representation about educational quality in a particular school district.  Indicators such as equity, competency of teaching staff, physical infrastructure, curriculum class size, instructional methods, existence of tracking, number of higher cost students, dropout rates, and parental involvement are important in holding schools accountable and monitoring the quality of education.  These indicators are more difficult to compensate for in a state-by-state comparison.

*
Indicators are statistics that measure our collective educational well-being.  They provide information about a significant feature of the system; they usually incorporate a standard against which to judge progress or regression.  From U.S. Department of Education National Center on Educational Statistics.
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EDUCATION EMPHASIS  

National PTA believes that every child must be provided with a well-rounded, high-quality education, which will ensure that all children have the opportunity to reach their full potential and become productive members of society. Access to a free public education is the most effective method of securing this opportunity, and should not be denied to any child. 

National PTA especially recognizes the special needs of underserved populations including children with disabilities, limited English proficient children, homeless children, migrant children, gifted and talented children, and undocumented children in our nation’s schools.

To develop a stronger and more accountable system of education, schools must place priority on student performance and achievement. Schools must focus on what children know and are able to do and be held accountable for ensuring that all children succeed.

Challenging and precise standards must be developed which objectively measure achievement in academic areas to enable students to achieve at the highest levels possible. 

National PTA and its constituent bodies promote the establishment of, and support for existing educational programs, policies and procedures that:

· Provide equal educational opportunities for all students regardless of race, gender, national origin, language, religion, age, disability, or sexual orientation.

· Place an increased emphasis on the teaching of science, mathematics, and technology to assure that all youth acquire the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in a global economy.  

· Reduce the dropout rate.

Assessment and Testing

· National PTA believes that valid assessment does not consist of only a single test score, and that at no time should a single test be considered the sole determinant of a student's academic or work future.

· Policy alternatives to social promotion and grade retention must be established.

· The National PTA supports nationally agreed upon voluntary standards if they are derived by consensus at the state and local levels. Parents must be involved in this process.

· National PTA opposes federal legislation and/or regulations that mandate standardized testing or would lead to such testing, as well as federal policies that mandate comparisons of states, school districts, or individual schools and student retention based on a single test or sole criterion and the practice of social promotion.

· Standardized multiple-choice tests and school readiness tests should never be used with preschool and early elementary children for any purpose.

School Choice

· National PTA supports educational choices within public schools and believes that parents should be involved in the planning, development, implementation, and evaluation of public school choice plans.  

· National PTA opposes any private school choice proposal and/or voucher system that diverts public funds to private or sectarian schools.  

· National PTA believes home schools and other nonpublic schools should meet the same educational standards as public schools.

School Report Cards  

· School report cards should be a part of a school system’s overall plan for comprehensive school reform and accountability and should contain information that is clear and provided in languages understandable to all parents.  

· Data from school report cards must be put in context with other factors that can affect student performance and should evaluate a school’s performance on more than just student achievement, including factors such as teacher qualifications, class size, school safety, and dropout rates.  

Educational Programs

National PTA believes that no one educational program is best for all children and that schools and parents should work together to address the different ways in which children learn.  

· National PTA supports efforts at the federal, state, and local levels to reduce class size in the early grades for the purpose of improving children’s academic achievement.

· National PTA supports private-sector relationships and use of technology donated to schools, which improve instructional programs free from any product promotion or requirements that children view commercials as a condition of their instruction. 

Early Childhood Education and Development

· National PTA supports effective early education development programs for children from birth to age five that are adequately funded, developmentally appropriate, and coordinate comprehensive services for young children and their families. Early childhood programs should include strong family involvement components.

· National PTA supports federal and state incentives for quality child care and preschool programs that are affordable and accessible, coordinated at all levels (federal, state and local) and ensure quality in teacher training, health and safety standards.
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