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  Corresponding with Your Members of Congress

Sample Letter



The Honorable (full name)
(Room #) (Name) House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative (insert name): 

As a member of the National Parent Teacher Association (PTA) and your constituent, I would like to encourage you to increase funding for Parental Information and Resource Centers (PIRCs) to $86 million. The PIRC program has recently undergone a substantial reorganization at the Department of Education to provide statewide leadership, technical assistance, and training to support effective family engagement.  A substantial increase in funding to $86 million for FY 2010 is needed to effectively implement the critical role of PIRCs. From July 2007-June 2008, PIRCs assisted over 16 million parents, including almost 12 million low-income parents and 10 million parents with children who are limited-English-proficient (LEP). [Insert information about how PIRCs serve families within your community].

According to the Harvard Family Research Project’s recent evaluation, PIRCs that reported outcomes showed that 76 percent improved parents’ and teachers' knowledge and skills about how to enhance parental involvement in education. Research demonstrates that parental involvement in a child’s education significantly raises student achievement, regardless of the parents’ education level, socioeconomic status, or ethnicity. Parental involvement raises student achievement such that schools would need to increase spending by $1000 per pupil to gain the same results. PIRCs and PTAs have recently undergone several innovate collaborations to increase family engagement and student achievement in several states. The details of these collaborations can be found here: http://pta.org/IssueBrief-Model_Partnerships.pdf  

Thank you for taking the time to hear my concerns and again I encourage you to increase funding for these important family engagement programs. 
Sincerely:

(Insert name and address)

