	Social Host Accountability for Underage Drinking 

	Whereas 1
	Research identifies "social hosts", adults who furnish alcohol to minors under the age of 21 who are not their children and/or knowingly allow underage drinking parties in private settings, as the primary source and private homes the primary site of alcohol availability, drinking games and binge drinking for our youth; and 

	Whereas 2
	Alcohol is the most abused substance for youth ages 12-20 and underage drinking is directly involved in the deaths of approximately 5,000 youth every year nationwide, increases the risk of detrimental effects on the developing brain, is linked to two-thirds of all sexual assaults including date rape, and contributes to a 10 times higher incidence of physical assault and a 12 times higher incidence of unintentional injury; and  

	Whereas 3
	Social and cultural environments that surround adolescents, including their families, schools, peers and communities, play a significant role in the use of alcohol by underage drinkers, and social hosts promote an environment in which underage drinking is accepted and encouraged despite the serious threat it poses to the health and safety of our youth and our communities; and 

	Whereas 4
	Where they exist, social host laws may act as a deterrent through the assessment of fines, community service, and/or jail time for those who practice social hosting and provide law enforcement with the ability to intervene at parties where underage drinking occurs most: in homes and on private property; now therefore be it 

	Resolved 1
	That PTA and its constituent organizations provide information to students, parents, and community members regarding the detrimental effects and significant dangers of underage drinking and social hosting; and be it further

	Resolved 2
	That PTA and its constituent organizations encourage and support legislation to adopt social host laws that would prohibit adults from providing alcohol or allowing the consumption of alcohol in homes or on noncommercial property by youth under the age of 21 who are not their children.


	The Dangers of Novelty Lighters

	Whereas 1
	Youth fire setting is a serious threat to public safety that may result in property damage, injury and/or death; and 

	Whereas 2
	Novelty lighters are dangerous and attractive to children because of designs and features that include cartoon characters, toys, visual effects, flashing lights, music and sounds; and

	Whereas 3
	Many public safety agencies with experts in the field of fire safety, including the National Fire Protection Agency, National Volunteer Fire Council, and National Association of State Fire Marshals, support prohibiting the sale and distribution of novelty lighters; therefore be it 

	Resolved 1
	That PTA and its constituent organizations promote education on the threat to public safety from youth fire setters and novelty lighters, and be it further 

	Resolved 2
	That PTA and its constituent organizations support legislative and regulatory action banning or restricting the sale of novelty lighters. 


	Teen Driving Safety              

	Whereas 1
	Motor vehicle accidents are the number one killer of teenagers in the United States; and 

	Whereas 2
	Many states have adopted a program of Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) that features phased-in driver education and training, and driving restrictions that are phased out over time; and 

	Whereas 3
	Parents have the potential to exert a powerful influence over their children to 

become safe drivers by serving as good role models, by providing adequate practice experience, and by helping to ensure their children's compliance with mandatory GDL restrictions; and

	Whereas 4
	GDL laws have prevented many teenage deaths, but too many teen fatalities still 

occur, necessitating additional research and planning to identify, develop and implement the most effective methods of creating safe and responsible drivers; now therefore be it 

	Resolved 1
	That PTA and its constituent organizations promote educating parents, students, school personnel and communities regarding the risks associated with teen driving, the legal requirements of Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws, and the crucial role of parents in helping teens become safe drivers; and be it further 

	Resolved 2
	That PTA work with parents, students, and community partners to urge local, state and national leaders to support research and adopt policies and legislation to reduce traffic incidents involving teen drivers and their passengers; and be it further

	Resolved 3
	That PTA encourage the development of consistent, quality standards for driver education and training programs and support policies and legislation to make such programs accessible to all students. 


	Mentoring of Youth in Quality Programs

	Whereas 1
	Youth mentoring is a structured and trusting relationship that brings young people together with caring individuals who offer guidance, support and encouragement aimed at developing the competence and character of the mentee. There are approximately 3,000,000 young people in the United States benefiting from solid mentoring relationships but, there are still nearly 15,000,000 young people in need of mentors; and

	Whereas 2
	Quality youth mentoring programs provide benefits to the children and youth served such as improved academic achievement, self-esteem, social skills and career development and reduces the likelihood of substance abuse and other high risk behaviors; and

	Whereas 3
	It is important for organized youth mentoring programs to adhere to recognized quality 
program standards which include: well-trained, professional staff, screened and 
trained mentors and carefully created matches between each mentor and mentee for
program efficacy and for the safety of all children and youth served; and

	Whereas 4
	Timely and affordable state and federal criminal background checks are important 
elements of a thorough screening of prospective mentors for the safety of all children;
and


	
	Mentoring of Youth in Quality Programs (cont.)

	Whereas 5
	Adequate funding is necessary to provide quality youth mentoring programs and to 
increase the number of youth served; therefore be it

	Resolved 1
	That PTA and its constituent organizations promote education of the need for youth 
mentors; and be it further

	Resolved 2
	That PTA and its constituent organizations encourage the utilization of recognized 
quality program standards by youth mentoring programs; and be it further



	Resolved 3
	That PTA and its constituent organizations advocate for legislation and other 
initiatives that provide youth mentoring programs with access to consistent, timely and 
affordable state and federal criminal background screening of mentors; and be it 
further

	Resolved 4
	That PTA and its constituent organizations advocate for legislation and initiatives that 
help fund quality youth mentoring programs.


	Educational Opportunity for Military Children

	Whereas 1
	State and local education agencies set the entrance-age designation; testing, course, and graduation requirements and other administrative policies that affect the students in their jurisdictions; and 

	Whereas 2
	The average military family moves three times more often than the average non­military family; and  

	Whereas 3
	There are over 1.2 million minor school-aged dependents in active and reserve United States military families; and 

	Whereas 4
	The frequent moves of military families may cause children to miss extracurricular activities and to face challenges in meeting graduation requirements, course placement, redundant or missed testing, entrance-age variations and other transition issues; and

	Whereas 5
	The Council of State Governments, Department of Defense and education and military family experts, have developed the Interstate Compact of Educational Opportunity for Military Children as a vehicle to remove barriers to educational success for children of military members; and 

	Whereas 6
	As of December, 2009, twenty-six state legislatures have ratified the compact; therefore be it

	Resolved 1
	That PTA and its constituent organizations promote the adoption and utilization of the purposes of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children by state and local education agencies; and be it further 

	Resolved 2
	that PTA and its constituent organizations advocate the adoption of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children with all financial and structural requirements by each state and territory legislature of the United States.


